Nay 24, 1989 LB 311, 813

of the Governor.
PRESI DENT: Senator Schmt, please.

SENATOR SCHNI T: Well, Nr. President, | don't suppose | have any
reason to be any nore optimstic that this body's interested in
wastewat er treatnent than they are in stormsewer yreatnent in
Papio...in the Papio Creek development. | just want to point
out that it's kind of ironic the body has just voted against
funding an exi stingprogrameven though there is a nore than 4
to 1 match involved, or approximately a 4 to 1 match of faqeral
dollars, while we started off a whole new series of new prograns
this year. Now, the other day we enacted LB 311 by 25 votes and
| raised the issue at that time as to whether or not it is wse
to provide a new method of bond financing for wastewater
treatnent facilities, but my principle concernis the fact that
a nunber of years age the federal government gave considerable
incentives to the wastewater treatnment facility devel opnent of
the various cities ard provides gsypstantial amounts of money ip

grants for that program The state then added noney to. those
prograns so that the local community had a very small portion of

responsibility. As the program became nore and more gypensive
the usual scenario took over. The federal government reduced
substantially their portion of the contribution, the s}ate
followed suit, and we shoved nore and nore of the responsibility
back to the.local ngernn'ent. _NOWV\E are.a|_n'.ost at the p0| nt
where we' re going to give the entire responsibil ity relative 4
financial cost to the local governmen'.  |fwe wouyld provide
this anmount of noney to the Department of Environment aLf Ogntrol,
it would nean that at least for this year the state was

going...would be wlling to provide some assistance in the
wast ewater treatment facilities that would not be then necessary
to be raised through bond financzng. | pelieve | have said j;

many times on this floor, we |ike to stand here and take credit
for those things that seemto be proper. This past session, the

most popular by-wordwas the issue of property tax relief.
There were a number of years when we handed out, gover a period
of years, nore noney for wastewater treatnent than we are going
to provide this year in property tax relief. Atthe present

time, this is a very mnuscule amount of  money, but = it is
significant in that it doesprovide sone in |ce%|on to certain

entities that the state does have some commitment to assist

them. It's about 1.2 million, | pelieve, and | would just want
to caution you that you are going to be approached, |'msure in

the future, from your own comrunity relative to whose
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